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REGION IX 46041
75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105-3901

31 OCT

Mr. Lewis Dodgion
Nevada Division of Environmental Protection
Capitol Complex
333 W.Nye Lane
Carson City, Nevada 89710

Dear Mr. Dodgion:

Thank you very much for hosting our very productive meeting on perchlorate on October
20, 1997, in Carson City, Nevada. The discussions focused on reaching a rapid resolution of the
threat posed by perchlorate and were indicative of the cooperative partnership between Nevada
Department of Environmental Protection and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

In that meeting, EPA shared information on federal efforts to address perchlorate
contamination (health effects, treatment technologies, analytical methods, and other perchlorate
sites). NDEP reported on the results of investigations of perchlorate in Nevada (Kerr-McGee,
PEPCON, Las Vegas Wash, and Lake Mead). We then discussed state and federal options under
RCRA, CWA, Superfund, and state authorities for overseeing the work to*be conducted by Kerr-
McGee and PEPCON.

The following is my understanding of what we concluded in our meeting:

1 . Both agencies continue to demonstrate a strong commitment to solving the perchlorate
problem. NDEP has particular interest in protecting Lake Mead and the Las Vegas area water
supply as well as stopping the contamination of the Las Vegas Wash from Kerr-McGee and
PEPCON. EPA has the additional concern for protecting downstream users of the Colorado
River such as Tribes, Southern California, and Arizona.

2. NDEP has taken the lead role and has successfully completed the initial phase of the
investigation. NDEP has expended significant time and money, and leveraged this investment
with voluntary sampling efforts by Kerr-McGee and PEPCON. NDEP, in coordination with
water suppliers (Southern Nevada Water Authority and Metropolitan Water District), has rapidly
assessed the perchlorate threat in Las Vegas Wash and the Lake Mead. Kerr-McGee and
PEPCON have agreed to submit a workplan to NDEP by November 1 , 1 997 to thoroughly
investigate the groundwater contamination and develop alternatives for intercepting the
contamination and for long-term cleanup. As part of its lead role, NDEP has been
conscientiously communicating with both EPA and the public. /
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3. Both agencies recognize the need to document the agreements with Kcrr-McGee and
PEPCON to implement the workplan once it has been approved. Both EPA and NDEP agree
that the agreements should be enforceable.

4. NDEP would prefer to retain the lead role to negotiate and conclude enforceable agreements
with Kerr-McGce and PEPCON. EPA will remain in an advisory and technical support role as
long as Kerr-McGee and PEPCON continue to work with NDEP cooperatively. EPA is prepared
to exercise enforcement authority under RCRA, CWA, or Superfund if the companies fail to
work with NDEP. In order to lay the foundation for federal action, EPA plans to prepare an
information request letter to Kerr-McGee and PEPCON and to make preliminary preparations for
National Priority List inclusion, although the formal listing process will not be initiated without
further discussions with NDEP.

Open communication has been essential to the positive working relationship between
EPA and NDEP. We share your commitment to continue to share information and to discuss
plans critical to solving the perchlorate problem in Nevada. NDEP has made commendable
progress and we are looking forward to continuing our collaboration. Please feel free to contact
me at (415) 744-1730 or Kevin Mayer at (415) 744-2248.

Sincerely,

Keith A. Takata
Director, Superfund Division


